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grow greater, more glorious and free, I shall vote as I wish you all to vote—
for the whole Republican ticket. Vote for every man named. Vote for the
long term and vote for the short term. Especially vote for the long term.
(Applause.)
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At noon on 29 March 1871, Republican delegates convened in Washington's
Urban League Hall to select the party’s candidate for delegate to Congress
from the District of Columbia. Before conducting any business, however, the
meeting adjourned long enough to move to the larger Lincoln Hall. Upon
reassembling at 12:40 p.M., the delegates elected Douglass president of the
convention, the occasion for the first of his two speeches of the day. Although
somewhat fatigued by his recent return from Santo Domingo, Douglass ac-
cepted the post. The long afternoon session centered on the adoption of a
platform and in the election of a nominee for delegate. NVE, 30 March 1871.

Gentlemen of the Convention: The honor you have conferred upon me by
calling me to preside over your deliberations is one for which I am largely
unprepared, unqualified, and one which I certainly did not expect on
coming to this convention. Taken entirely by surprise, I have to say, at the
beginning, that  have no formal speech to make. The truthis, I have not yet
quite got on my land legs (laughter), and am not altogether able to steady
the helm of such a convention as this on dry land, after being quite so long
at sea.! It requires something that I have not got. I shall have to throw
myself entirely upon the indulgence of the members of this convention in

1. One of the most controversial diplomatic initiatives of the Grant administration was its attempt
10 annex the Dominican Republic. In 1869 Grant’s personal representative, General Orville Babcock,
had negotiated a treaty of annexation with Dominican president Buenaventura Baez. The Senate twice
defeated Grant's attempt to get this treaty approved, largely because of the vociferous opposition by a
faction of the president’s own Republican party led by Charles Sumner. To rally public support behind
his policy, Grant persuaded Congress to authorize him to send a commission to the Dominican Republic
lo investigate political and economic conditions there and to ascertain popular sentiment toward






