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grow greater, more glorious and free, I shall vote as I wish you all to vote— 
for the whole Republican ticket. Vote for every man named. Vote for the 
long term and vote for the short term. Especially vote for the long term. 
(Applause.) 

WE NEED A TRUE, STRONG, AND PRINCIPLED PARTY: 
ADDRESSES DELIVERED IN WASHINGTON, D.C., 

ON 29 MARCH 1871 

Washington Evening Star. 29, 30 March 1871. Other texts in the Washington Daily National 
Republican, 30 March 1871; Washington Daily Morning Chronicle, 30 March 1871; New 
National Era, 6 April 1871. 

At noon on 29 March 1871, Republican delegates convened in Washington's 
Urban League Hall to select the party's candidate for delegate to Congress 
from the District of Columbia. Before conducting any business, however, the 
meeting adjourned long enough to move to the larger Lincoln Hall. Upon 
reassembling at 12:40 P.M., the delegates elected Douglass president of the 
convention, the occasion for the first of his two speeches of the day. Although 
somewhat fatigued by his recent return from Santo Domingo, Douglass ac-
cepted the post. The long afternoon session centered on the adoption of a 
platform and in the election of a nominee for delegate. NNE, 30 March 1871. 

Gentlemen of the Convention: The honor you have conferred upon me by 
calling me to preside over your deliberations is one for which I am largely 
unprepared, unqualified, and one which I certainly did not expect on 
coming to this convention. Taken entirely by surprise, I have to say, at the 
beginning, that I have no formal speech to make. The truth is, I have not yet 
quite got on my land legs (laughter), and am not altogether able to steady 
the helm of such a convention as this on dry land, after being quite so long 
at sea.1 It requires something that I have not got. I shall have to throw 
myself entirely upon the indulgence of the members of this convention in 

1. One of the most controversial diplomatic initiatives of the Grant administration was its attempt 
lo annex the Dominican Republic. In 1869 Grant's personal representative, General Orville Babcock, 
had negotiated a treaty of annexation with Dominican president Buenaventura Baez. The Senate twice 
defeated Grant's attempt to get this treaty approved, largely because of the vociferous opposition by a 
faction of the president's own Republican party led by Charles Sumner. To rally public support behind 
his policy. Grant persuaded Congress to authorize him to send a commission to the Dominican Republic 
to investigate political and economic conditions there and to ascertain popular sentiment toward 
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the management of its business, and to ask their most lenient judgment 
upon the part I shall take in presiding over the convention. 

I realize, gentlemen, that this is a moment of great solemnit> to iht-
country, and especially is it a moment of solemnity to the class of your 
fellow countrymen with which I am especially identified. We have gone 
through dark days and stormy nights in our history, and had seemed to have 
reached almost the land of the haven of safety. But again clouds arc in the 
horizon; the storm again is here; there is darkness, and there are tempests 
ahead in the political sky, but I think that the action of this convention !<>• 
day, will do much to brighten, or darken the pathway of our political future 
(Applause.) If our conduct shall be wise, as I hope it will be; if we shall k-
firm in the adhesion to the great principles upon which our republic ha> 
now started I think it will be well with us, and we shall contribute largely to 
the success of those principles. 

What are those principles? Where are they ? We have undertaken an 
experiment—anew experiment. The government of this country originally 
rested entirely upon the shoulders of the white citizens of the republic I he 
black man had no voice in our proceedings. He was unknown a few years 
ago; utterly unknown in any of our political, religious, moral, or iniellcc-
tual activities. He was not represented in the general assembly, in the 
general conference, in the association or consociation; in the |D|emocrutic 
convention, or the [WJhig convention, or the [Republican convention 
But a great change has taken place. It was thought originally that he was 
morally and intellectually incapacitated to representor to be represented in 

American annexation. The three commissioners selected by Grant were Andrew White, prctidctt of 
Cornell University; Samuel G. Howe, a wealthy Boston reformer; and Benjamin Wiidc. lormer I S 
senator from Ohio. Although he regarded the position as "inconsiderable and unimportant." Duufl tu 
accepted appointment as assistant secretary to the commission. The commissioners (lictr nUII arkj 
numerous reporters left New York City on !7January 1871 and arrived at Sanama Bay -even J .n . l.m t 
Douglass participated in the commission's interviews with Dominican government official* and civil 
leaders and also had the responsibility for contacting English-speaking blacks who had migrated tt.*n 
the United States to the Sanama area during the Civil War. The commission arrived back in WathingM 
D C., on 26 March 1871 and soon thereafter published a report strongly favorable to annexation 
Despite regrets at disagreeing with his friend Sumner, Douglass endorsed the annexation polk y i 
being in the mutual interests of both nations in speeches and in editorials in the Nr* Sun, •mil / ra 
Opponents of annexation remained obdurate, however, and the treaty was never approved V\7 l'i 
January, 23 February. 6 April 1871; Washington National Republican. 24 February 1X71 WjUim^uw 
EveningStar. 28 March 1871; Douglass. Life and Times. 452-54; Douglass to Hamilton l-ish. ' April 
1871. General Correspondence File, reel 2. frame 589. FD Papers. DLC; Charles Callan friucll. Th 
United States and Santo Domingo. 1798-1873: A Chapter in Caribbean Diplomacy (!•» 18. Gluucnlo. 
Mass.. 1967). 428-40; Merline Pitre. "Frederick Douglass and the Annexation of Santo Dummyu. 
JNH. 62 : 390-400 (October 1977). 


